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The PENNSYLVANIA DEFENSE INSTITUTE (PDI) is one of the largest organizations 
of its kind in the United States. Organized in 1969, it boasts an impressive membership of 
defense lawyers, insurance company executives, self-insurers and independent adjusters from 
across Pennsylvania. PDI was named the outstanding state organization of its kind in the 
country in 2011 by the Defense Research Institute, the nationwide organization of defense 
organizations. PDI members receive:

Information about relevant and significant legislation and case law.
Education through PDI’s varied continuing education programs.
Representation on legislation of interest and on cases with important legal issues to  
our members.
Career enhancement through various services designed to improve the skills and 
success of our members. 
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Communication. Education. Representation. Career Enhancement.



One of PDI’s strengths is information communication. 

Communication Among PDI Members – PDI members regularly communicate with 
one another through PDI’s listserve. Whether you are looking for an expert, expert 
report, transcript, or relevant case law, PDI’s listserve is the place to get member 
recommendations. One of PDI’s most popular services, PDI’s Board of Directors, 
Executive Director and lobbyist also use the listserve to instantaneously reach our 
members with important information or calls for action. 

PDI Website – PDI recently upgraded its website to offer communication among 
members, case law summaries, and articles of interest through our new Counterpoint 
Plus blog. Counterpoint Plus will replace PDI’s listserve as the primary way for 
members to communicate. The website also offers our quarterly scholarly publication 
Counterpoint on-line to PDI members. Counterpoint is the leading publication of 
its kind in Pennsylvania, circulated to all Pennsylvania judges. The website also now 
offers a searchable membership directory, a legal research library, access to legislation 
of interest and amicus briefs filed by PDI. These benefits are available only to  
PDI members. 

Interaction with Other Defense and Insurance Industry Organizations – PDI has 
a close working relationship with Defense Research Institute, the national defense 
organization. PDI also regularly interacts with other state defense organizations and 
with other Pennsylvania organizations on issues of common interest. 

Over the past several years, PDI has significantly increased the number and improved the 
quality of its continuing education programs for PDI lawyers and insurance  
industry members. 

PDI conducts annual regional continuing education programs around Pennsylvania. 
Reasonably priced for lawyers and free to insurance industry employees, these 
programs offer up-to-the-minute information on topics of interest to our members. 

PDI also conducts substantive law programs, such as workers compensation law 
updates and a conference on issues important to women. 

PDI’s Annual Conference brings keynote speakers and presenters of interest at sites 
pleasing to our members and their families. These Conferences offer education, 
networking and fun for attendees.

PDI also moderates in-house CLE programs for its members. Ask for PDI’s 
Continuing Legal Education Programs brochure for more information.
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PDI is “the voice of the defense” in Pennsylvania. PDI represents its members through:

Lobbying on legislation important to PDI and its members. PDI retains a lobbyist 
to represent its interests before the Pennsylvania legislature. PDI members lobby 
through testimony before legislative committee. And, PDI serves as a source of 
information for legislators and contact on legislation. 

Participation in important cases through amicus curiae briefs. PDI members 
volunteer their time and talent to write briefs for PDI on the most important legal 
issues to our members. Writers are rewarded with the unique experience of practice 
before Pennsylvania’s appellate courts.

Substantive law committees populated and chaired by PDI members expert in their 
fields of practice. These Committees include: Amicus Curiae, Appellate Practice, 
Insurance Bad Faith, Civil Practice & Procedure, Insurance Coverage & Subrogation, 
Employment & Civil Rights, Motor Vehicle Law, Products Liability, Professional 
Liability, Transportation & Trucking, and Workers Compensation. Their members 
provide expertise on legislation and case law, testify as needed in legislative hearings, 
and make recommendations regarding amicus participation. 

PDI provides members the opportunity to promote their practice and improve their skills 
through:

Networking with hundreds of other PDI members through our continuing education 
programs, Annual Conference, committee participation, listserve and website, and 
social events like our annual regional holiday parties. 

Access to the expertise and resources of our members through our listserve and 
website.

Access to the services offered by PDI’s valued partners.

The Pennsylvania Defense Institute

Representation.

Career Enhancement.



Founded in 1982, Minnesota Lawyers Mutual Insurance Company 
(MLM)provides professional liability insurance and risk management 
services for the legal community. MLM is committed to being an 
efficient,accountable and permanent practice management resource, 
exemplified by an AM Best Rating of A - (excellent with a stable 
outlook), and a consistent dividend return since 1988. For more 
information please contact Tom Auth at his email address tauth@
mlmins.com or call him  
at 410-798-6229.

Save 10% on your premium by applying online at  
www.mlmins.com

Network Deposition Services is a full service court reporting firm 
operating throughout the State of Pennsylvania.We specialize in 
innovative cost containment solutions for law firms, corporations, and 
government agencies. Our Information Exchange Solution provides our 
clients with the tools necessary to streamline the claims administration 
process by offering instant access via our online repository to all 
litigation-related documents and scheduling. Our Court Reporters and 
Litigation Support Technicians are certified professionals that meet your 
legal support needs with high quality products and reliable service using 
the latest in technology. For more information call 866-565-1929.

Network Deposition Services now offers a 15% discount to PDI  
members who use our services.

Visit us online at www.ndsreporting.com

CED Investigative Technologies Inc. is a leading consulting firm 
providing investigative engineering and accident reconstruction to 
law firms, insurance companies and manufacturers. With expertise in 
such areas as vehicular, consumer products, construction, marine, fire, 
industrial machinery, metallurgy and mold our engineers utilize state-
of-the-art technology and a proven approach to forensic investigations.

Visit us online at www.cedtechnologies.com
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SEA has a long history as an acknowledged leader in investigative 
engineering and forensic science. Since 1970, SEA has been a 
multidisciplinary, full-service and professional organization providing 
thorough research, analysis and testing. We offer complete investigative 
services, which include mechanical engineering, electrical engineering, 
civil engineering, chemical engineering, fire investigation, industrial 
hygiene and a fully equipped chemical testing laboratory. SEA’s full-
time staff of investigators, engineers and chemists are licensed/registered 
professionals and are court qualified experts in their  
respective fields.

Visit us online at www.SeaLimited.com

Consulting Engineers and Scientists, Inc. is one of the oldest and 
experienced forensic consulting engineering and scientific firms in the 
country. We have participated in over 25,000 forensic evaluations and 
have assisted our clients with technical direction, guidance, and expert 
testimony for the investigation and evaluation of litigation matters. Our 
expertise and experience includes premises liability including structural 
collapses, product liability for products in industrial, agricultural, 
commercial, and consumer applications, as well as automobiles and 
other ground and water vehicles including private and commercial 
aircraft. We also have expertise and experience in construction accidents 
and claims, architectural matters, accident reconstruction, failure 
analysis, and bio-mechanical/biomedical analysis. In addition, we have 
expertise in fire cause and origin determination, hazardous materials, 
food product liability, water treatment, mine safety and in personal 
training involving exercise equipment  
and supervision.

Please visit our website at www.ces-experts.com or call us  
at (610) 296-2250.

Exponent’s team of scientists, engineers, physicians, and business 
consultants provides expertise in more than 90 disciplines to assist 
our clients in making sound strategic decisions. Services include:  
Biomechanics, Biomedical Engineering, Buildings & Structures, 
Chemical Regulation & Food Safety, Civil Engineering, Construction 
Consulting, EcoSciences, Electrical & Semiconductors, Engineering 
Management Consulting, Environmental Science, Fire & Explosions, 
Health Sciences, Human Factors, Mechanical Engineering & Materials 
Science, Statistical & Data Sciences, Technology Development, Vehicle 
Analysis. For more information contact us at info@exponent.com or 
1-888-656-EXPO.

Visit us online at www.exponent.com.
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